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VSCN Quarterly Network Meeting, 
Practitioner Workshop
 and Annual General Meeting
18 May 2005

Shire of Yarra Ranges, Lilydale Offices
The Victorian Safe Communities Network (VSCN) gathered again on 18 May, 2005 in the central village area Lilydale, nestled in a rich valley in the hills to the east of Melbourne, on the doorstep to the famous Yarra Valley vineyards. Four meetings were held on the one day, commencing with the VSCN Executive Meeting, before the Quarterly Network Meeting and Practitioner Workshop, followed by the Annual General Meeting for 2005.  The days proceedings concluded with a meeting of the VSCN Annual Conference Planning Committee
.

1.
Firstly the VSCN Executive met early in the morning noting further progress on its strategic directions, including:

· planning to hold its third quarterly meeting in Shepparton in September 2005 – with Shepparton showing real interest in working towards getting ready to make a proposal for designation as a WHO Safe Community;
· the impending release of the National Injury Prevention Plan, with opportunities to participate in detailed action planning;

· progress on the development of the ASCF and Passport to Safety 
· preparations for Community Safety Month in October 2005;
· release of the brochure announcing the 3rd VSCN Annual Conference and Dinner on 17 November 2005, and calling for papers for presentations at the conference

· reprinting of the VSCN members benefits brochure and strategic plan

· agreement for the initial TAFE College member of the new VSCN Safety Ambassadors Network, with plans proceeding to induct our first member at the annual conference in November, who will also be a key partner in a new workplace safety award scheme also to be announced in November
· continuing discussions with university staff on the development of a set of safety promotion course notes as a component of undergraduate training in selected courses, and for use by members of the safety ambassadors network in regional seminars
2.
Then the VSCN Quarterly Network Meeting was held on the theme of “Homelessness does not happen in a vacuum”, with around 50 network members including 5 who had not been along to a network meeting before.  The meeting was opened by the Mayor of the Shire of Yarra Ranges, Mr Rob Hauser, who welcomed all the visitors to the Shire and to Lilydale.  The four speakers were introduced by Norm Free, VSCN Co-Chair.
“Homelessness as an injury risk factor”

Michael Bourne, presented the findings from his current thesis studies for the Masters of Public Health in Safety Promotion at Karolinska Institute, based on a literature review on “Homelessness as an injury risk factor”.  Home is more than a house.  It is a place where we can be safe and nurtured and know that we can return freely at the end of every day.  But not everyone’s experience of home meets these criteria.  For some, their home is swept away by natural disasters or regional conflicts. Others decide to leave their home because of personal conflict, violence and abuse.  And for the people who end up homeless, their injury risks and mortality rates magnify sharply if they slide from marginal housing or squats, into temporary shelters.  The risks magnify again should they develop a pattern of sleeping rough.
“Homelessness: The Victorian Perspective”
Michelle Marvin, Youth Policy Officer, Council To Homeless Persons gave an overview of homelessness in Victoria, the nature of services available to support homeless people, and the impact of housing and rental prices on young people trying to establish a home for themselves.
Project i: “Getting Out - Young People’s True Stories”

Dr Shelley Mallett, an anthropologist, and Melbourne Research Director of Project i, then told the stories of some young people who had experienced homelessness and were participating in the Project i research.  These stories portray the trauma and hurt suffered by some young people in their early lives, their loss of trust and diminished faith in family and friends, and the resilience they have shown while building new lives for themselves.  The many pathways into homelessness are detailed in the reports prepared from the Project i data set, with physical and sexual abuse and other interpersonal conflict mentioned most often by homeless young people as a major reason for leaving home.
Project i is a five-year longitudinal study of homeless young people in Melbourne and Los Angeles. A collaborative project between UCLA and the University of Melbourne, the study focuses on the personal and social issues, the services and the organizational / government policies that influence young people's pathways into and out of homelessness.  Unfortunately the initial data set and subsequent interview designs do not include gathering data on injury risks or experience. In March 2005, Shelley took up a VicHealth research fellowship to research early intervention policy and programs with vulnerable young people.

“Homelessness: The Yarra Ranges Perspective”
Youth Support Workers from Anchor Community Care case manage, assist and support young people aged 15-25 who are homeless or at risk of homelessness in the Shire of Yarra Ranges. Sue Scott is also a member of the Shire of Yarra Ranges Housing Young People Action Team.  Sue and her colleague, Simon Williams, presented on the Housing Young People Action Team (HYPAT), which was formed from the Shire's Youth Service Providers Network (YSPN).  Homelessness has become an ever-increasing issue and the lack of affordable accommodation for young people in the Shire is a growing concern.   In April 2005, HYPAT released a draft ‘Report On Youth Homeless & Housing In The Shire Of Yarra Ranges’ which Sue discussed in her presentation.
3.
After the Network Meeting concluded, the VSCN AGM was held to report on progress in the year gone, outline plans for the year ahead, and elect the Executive Committee for 2005 / 06.  The current Executive members were re-elected to the committee for the coming year.











At the AGM, Michael noted that the themes of the past two network meetings have given us real cause to pause and rethink our approaches to some of today’s issues facing young people. 
The traditional life path for many in the community from childhood to adulthood (often seen as a job, a car and a mortgage) is being interrupted as young people are less secure in work, more prone to physical and mental illness and diseases at earlier ages, less likely to be able to afford a car and a house, and less inclined to want to move from home and establish a new home of their own.  At the February meeting we were informed that young people in Australia may the generation which for the first time has a life expectancy less than their parents.  To this we can add the effects of sharply increased housing costs which take home ownership beyond the reach of many, as discussed at this second quarterly meeting.  This leaves young people with far fewer real options than their parents enjoyed, and leaves social policy makers and service providers with growing demands and new challenges.
New Network Members
At the network meeting two new members spoke about the work they are doing in supporting community safety and injury prevention.  
Firstly Bette Phillips introduced the Workplace Grief Support Program she operates for families and employers affected by a death or injury at work.  Bette had brought with her a quilt with many squares each made by a grieving family in memory of a lost relative.  This quilt will be featured at future VSCN events and arrangements are being made with Bette to expand the small business and TAFE training involvement in community safety through the safety ambassadors program.
Then Margaret Williams from the Asbestos Information and Support Service spoke of the time-bomb ticking away in the community with all the asbestos products still in use.  Many of these are in building materials used decades ago, but waiting to cause further grief if disturbed, especially by home renovators unaware of the dangers, to themselves and their neighbours.  There is an opportunity for the VSCN to work with the AISS and the Victorian Coroner’s Office to find ways to get this important safety message to the right people at a time when it is relevant to them, and thus moire likely to be heard, understood, and acted upon.  The Department of Human Services Injury Prevention Policy Group has posted information asbestos dangers on their websites, but it is acknowledged this information does not always reach the right people at critical times to make a difference in preventing injury and disease.
With Bette’s and Margaret’s help our community safety networks are strengthening, to encourage and show people how to think, act, feel and be safe, and, through this process, make our country a safer place to live, learn, work, play and travel – one community at a time.


Michael Bourne


Co-Chair, VSCN
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